
Chapter 9

Collection, Preservation, and 

Identification of Fish Eggs and 

Larvae



9.1 Introduction

You will learn...
ÅMethods of collecting, 

processing and identifying

ÅMarine and freshwater 

studies

ÅGears used to collect eggs 

and larvae

ÅEffects of physicochemical 

characteristics and larval 

behavior



Egg and larval collection 

important for 
ÅIdentification of 

spawning and nursery 

areas

ÅIdentification of 

differences in spawning 

characteristics

ÅOntogenetic changes in 

movement patterns

ÅForaging behavior



Well designed study 

requires proper

ÅHandling

ÅPreservation 

ÅIdentification



9.2 Collection of fish eggs 

and larvae

ÅPelagic eggs

ïFiltration through 

fine mesh

ÅDemersal eggs

ïUse of artificial 

substrates and 

traps



Considerations of gear

ÅExpense

ÅEase of use

ÅRelative 

effectiveness

ÅSampling bias



Plankton nets

ÅUsually:

ïDiameter of 0.1m -1m

ïNylon mesh cone or cylinder cone

ïEnds in plankton bucket



Benthic plankton samplers

ÅSample larvae or eggs on or just 

above bottom

ÅFrolander and Pratt -mounted a 

cylindrical net on a benthic skimmer




