Chapter 9

Collection, Preservation, and
|dentification of Fish Eggs and
Larvae




9.1 Introduction

You will learn...

A Methods of collecting,
h @ processing and identifying
. - AMarine and freshwater
e studies

A Gears used to collect eggs
and larvae

A Effects of physicochemical
characteristics and larval
behavior




Egg and larval collection

Important for

A Identification of
Spawning and nursery
areas

A |dentification of
differences in spawning
characteristics

A Ontogenetic changes in
movement patterns

A Foraging behavior




Well designed study
requires proper

A Handling
A Preservation
A |dentification
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9.2 Collection of fish eggs
and larvae

A Pelagic eggs

I Filtration through
fine mesh

A Demersal eggs

I Use of artificial
substrates and
traps




Considerations of gear

A Expense
A Ease of use

A Relative
effectiveness

A Sampling bias




Plankton nets

A Usually:
I Diameter of 0.1m -1m
I Nylon mesh cone or cylinder cone
I Ends in plankton bucket




Benthic plankton samplers

A Sample larvae or eggs on or just
above bottom B

A Frolander and Pratt -mounted a
cylindrical net on a benthic skimmer






