
Greetings, Education 
Section! 

By now, the AFS Annual 
Meeting is a distant 
memory, and we’re bar-
reling toward the holi-
days. As I look back to 
my first section meeting 
as president, I smile. 
After the challenges 
around the Baltimore 
2021 meeting, it was 
wonderful to see a 
packed room (and hit 
quorum!) at Spokane.  
Of course, we had great 
food and adult beverag-
es, as usual (thank you, 
Marty!). We were fortu-
nate to have a past-
president of the Nation-
al Association of Univer-
sity Fish and Wildlife 
Programs (NAUFWP), 
Selina Happel, to talk 
about the AFS-NAUFWP 

memorandum of under-
standing.  I look forward 
to working with 
NAUFWP as a section.  
The rest of our meeting 
was filled with educator 
and student recognitions 
and rousing discussions 
of what we could do as a 
section.  Be sure to read 
all about this in our 
meeting minutes (thank 
you again, Marty!).  

The next day, we had a 
small, but mighty sym-
posium on rising to the 
challenges of teaching in 
the time of COVID and 
how that might inform 
education moving for-
ward.  A huge hank you 
to our other speakers – 
Kyler Hecke, Don Orth, 
and Brittany Palm-Flawd 
– for sharing your expe-
riences and generating 
some great discussions!  
If you have not had a 
chance to watch their 
recorded presentations 
from the Spokane 
meeting website, I highly 
recommend!  Look for a 
summary of the sympo-
sium later in the news-
letter and in the Decem-
ber issue of Fisheries 
magazine.  

Now, on to Year 2 in my 
office! This year, we’ll be 
building our momentum 
from last year and wel-
coming some new faces 
to our leadership team, 
particularly in our Divi-
sion Representatives.  
Thank you to Henry Her-
shey, representing the 
Southern Division, and 
Joe Zydlewski, repre-
senting the Northeast-
ern Division!  And thank 
you to all of our return-
ing leaders in 2023.  This 
section isn’t able to do 
the good work that it 
does without your time 
and efforts.   

I will be working with 
our leaders on efforts 
like articles for Fisheries, 
new social media ac-
counts to communicate 
with our members and 
students, and updates to 
our website.  And we’re 
always looking for more 
ideas and help to keep 
our section thriving.  
Share those with me at 
any time. 

I also want to challenge 
each of you to encour-
age your students – un-
dergrad and grad – to 
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Experiences with and Views of Online Learning in the Aftermath Campus 

Shutdowns  
Symposium Organizer: Melissa Wuellner | August 22nd, 2022 

 

The Education Section sponsored a small but awesome symposium addressing what we learned from the 
rapid shift to online learning in spring 2020. Three in-person and one virtual speaker presented on various 
topics. Melissa Wuellner from the University of Nebraska at Kearney presented survey data on instructor 
and student attitudes toward the online shift in 2020. Kyler Hecke from Arkansas Tech University de-
scribed some of the lessons learned from taking a traditional field-based course from the University of 
Tennessee where he was a teaching assistant to an online format quickly. Brittany Palm-Flawd from Bel-
lingham Technical College presented on flipping courses in an aquaculture program in order to adapt to 
restrictions to in-person teaching. Don Orth from Virginia Polytechnic University provided 10 lessons 
learned from online teaching that apply to the future of fish conservation and management. Following all 
live presentations, the speakers and audience engaged in further discussions on lessons learned form the 
pandemic that can be applied to teaching and education moving forward. Special thanks are extended to 
all of our presenters and for our active and engaged audience for an excellent conversation! 

Spokane Symposium Summary! 

apply for an Education Section 
Award, whether that be the Skinner 
Memorial Award, the Best Student 
Presentation/Poster, the Student 
Writing Contest, etc., in 2023.  We 
have lots to celebrate in our future 
professionals, so let’s get those sub-
missions numbers up! 

I hope you enjoy the rest of fall and 
cheers to 2023! 

 

Sincerely, 

Melissa 

President’s Line (continued) 

@AFS_Students 

Facebook 

Stay in the current like a 

fish and follow on social 

media!! 

Or bookmark it: 

students.fisheries.org education.fisheries.org 

mailto:wuellnermr@unk.edu
https://twitter.com/AFS_Students?s=20&t=PmQQGAT3rN-7CE68xbfB8g
https://www.facebook.com/AFSStudents
https://students.fisheries.org/
https://education.fisheries.org/
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Interested in getting involved with the Education Section?! 
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Click HERE for more information about standing committee chairs and contact information. 

2022-23 ES EX COMM  
 

President 

Melissa Wuellner 
 

President-Elect 

Marty Hamel 
 

Past President  

Trent Sutton 
 

Secretary-Treasurer  

Marty Hamel 

 

Division Representatives 

North-Central—Jon Spurgeon 

Northeastern—Joe Zydlewski  

Southern—Henry Hershey 

Western—Andy Seitz 

 

Don’t forget to renew your AFS 

Membership!! 

https://education.fisheries.org/about-us/officers-and-committees/
mailto:wuellnermr@unk.edu
mailto:hamel@uga.edu
mailto:tmsutton@alaska.edu
mailto:hamel@uga.edu
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The Student and Early Career 
Professionals (SECP) Subsection 
is gearing up for 2023! Over the 
past year, the SECP community 
worked to incorporate and navi-
gate the changes that the pan-
demic brought. Despite re-
strictions on travel, the hybrid 
format of the AFS Annual 
Meeting offered a different op-
tion for students to attend from 
afar, and the Undergraduate 
Travel Assistance Award (UTAA) 
helped to support virtual or in-
person attendance to four tal-
ented individuals from different 
regions of the United States and 
Nigeria – K Wolf, Andrea Casey, 
Mariaguadalupe Vilchez, and 
Victor Awugo. We are looking 
forward to even stronger repre-
sentation in Grand Rapids next 
year, with additional career de-
velopment and networking 
events. There has also been sig-
nificant effort by our regional 
representatives to check in with 
our widespread AFS student 
subsections and chapters. Local 
chapters are keystones in the 

growing AFS student and profes-
sional network. The SECP has 
been compiling an updated list 
of active units and contacts, so 
students can find out if they 
have a local chapter or be able 
to start their own. Keep an eye 
out on our website 
https://students.fisheries.org/ 
for the results! With the help of 
the Education Section, we are 
also planning to update our Re-
sources Page with the many 
awards geared towards student 
and early career members of 
the AFS. We aim to increase 
communication of these and 
other opportunities in 2023 so 
that our members get the best 
out of what AFS has to offer. If 
you are interested in contrib-
uting to these efforts, please 
reach out even if you would like 
to participate as a non-officer! 
Don’t hesitate to email afsstu-
dent@gmail.com with any ques-
tions about getting involved, or 
to share your thoughts and ide-
as. We are here to act on behalf 
of all students and early career 

professionals. officer, please 
reach out to your division 
representative below  to help 
us complete this task and im-
prove future communica-
tions! 
 

President 
Taylor Heckman 

 

President-Elect 
VOTE! 

 

Past President  
Mike Lawrence 

 

Secretary-Treasurer  
VOTE! 

 
 

VOTING IS UNDER-
WAY FOR PRESI-

DENT-ELECT, SECRE-
TARY/TREASURER 

AND ALL  
DIVISION REPS 

 

CANDIDATE BIOS 
 

CAST YOUR BALLET  BY  
JANUARY 5TH, 2023! 

Student & Early Career Professionals (SECP) Subsection Update 

Submitted by the Taylor Heckman, SECP President          

https://students.fisheries.org/
mailto:afsstudent@gmail.com
mailto:afsstudent@gmail.com
mailto:tiheckman@ucdavis.edu
https://students.fisheries.org/
mailto:m_lawrence27@live.ca
https://students.fisheries.org/
https://students.fisheries.org/
https://students.fisheries.org/
https://students.fisheries.org/about/meet-the-officers/
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Upcoming Meetings 

Midwestern Fish and Wildlife Conference 

February 12-15, 2023 | Overland Park, KS 

Southern Division of the AFS Annual Meeting 

February 2-5, 2023 | Norfolk, VA 

Joint Meeting of the Northeast Division of the AFS and the Southern 

New England Chapter 

January 8-10, 2023 | Boston, MA 

 
Western Division 

of the AFS Annual 

Meeting 

May 8-11, 2023 | 

Boise, ID 

SECP Secretary-Treasurer Cortney Brown 

(left) presented four UTAA to undergradu-

ate students (left to right): Andrea Casey, K 

Wolf, Mariaguadalupe Vilchez, and Victor 

Awugo (not pictured) at the ES business 

meeting in Spokane. 

John Hargrove (right) presented Skinner awards to Taylor 

Cubbage (left) and Susan Frawley (center) at the ES busi-

ness meeting. Additional 2022 Skinner award winners 

included: Hadley Boehm, Michael Curtis, Logan Cutler, 

Matea Djokic, Aaron Gray, Hanna Mulligan, Katrina Zar-

rella-Smith, and Ryan Tharp. 

https://www.midwestfw.org/
https://sd.fisheries.org/3417-2/
https://snec.fisheries.org/january-2023-mtg/
https://snec.fisheries.org/january-2023-mtg/
https://wdafs.org/meetings/annual-meeting/
https://wdafs.org/meetings/annual-meeting/
https://wdafs.org/meetings/annual-meeting/
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Comments or suggestions are always welcome! Please feel free to contact us at any time. 

We encourage submissions and ideas for future issues of  the newsletter.  

Meet the Editors  

Hadley Boehm 
University of Missouri & Missouri 

Cooperative F&W Research Unit 

302 ABNR Building 

hibhr5@mail.missouri.edu  

Sara Mueller 
Penn State University 

Department of Ecosystem  

Science and Management  

sjm5467@psu.edu 


